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2026 July- Riverside

BREEDE RIVER REHABILITATION PROJECT UPDATE

In July 2024, the Western Cape Department of 

Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

launched a flood support and maintenance 

management programme aimed at restoring the 

Breede River’s natural flow, stabilising and 

repairing riverbanks, and re-establishing natural 

vegetation along affected areas.                            . 

Although the programme was primarily directed at 

agricultural properties adjacent to the river, the 

Silwerstrand Homeowners Association (SHOA) 

submitted a funding application in respect of 

areas within the estate. We are pleased to report 

that the SHOA was successful in securing grant 

funding. 

The project was planned and coordinated by 
Sentraal Breërivier Watergebruikersvereniging, with 
Môreson appointed as contractor. Work 
commenced and was completed during February

2026.                                                                             

The rehabilitation work has significantly 
strengthened and stabilised the riverbank areas 
and represents a substantial improvement for the 
estate, particularly for Riverside homeowners. 

The next phase involves the establishment of 
vegetation, specifically Cynodon (kweek), to further 
stabilise the soil and prevent erosion. Due to the 
absence of irrigation infrastructure  in these areas, 
the seeding process will be dependent on rainfall. 
We remain hopeful for favourable late-summer 
rain to assist with successful establishment.             . 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all role 
players involved in this process. The positive 
working relationship between the SHOA and the 
Sentraal Breërivier WGV has been instrumental in 
achieving this outcome.                                         . 

In addition, both the SHOA and the golf course have 
applied for increased water allocations. This 
process is currently underway, and we remain 
optimistic about a favourable outcome. 

.                                                                  Johan Hugo

2024 July - Riverside

commenced and was completed during February



On 27 January 2026, the Silwerstrand Golf and River Estate dams were 

stocked with 45 sterile grass carp as part of our ongoing dam maintenance 

programme. The fish were transported from Bonnievale in temperature-

controlled bags. Once they had adjusted to the water temperature in the 

dams, the bags were carefully opened and the fish released. 

This initiative forms part of a long-term plan to manage and control 

aquatic weed growth in the Village and Golf Course dams in a natural 

and environmentally responsible manner. 

Each dam was stocked according to its size, existing aquatic plant 

coverage, and the fish species already present.

DAM MAINTENANCE 

NEW FISH IN THE POND
J

The dams are home to several fish species, including: 

- Largemouth bass  |  Carp  |  Catfish   |  Grass carp  |  Banded tilapia  |  Tilapia mossambicus 

We are pleased to report that all the fish 

appeared healthy and in good condition 

at the time of release. 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to 

Mr Francois Claasen and his team at De Rust 

Hatchery for their professional assistance and 

support throughout the process. 

We look forward to seeing an improvement in 

the condition of our dams over the coming

months, as these grass carp have an 

important task ahead of them.  

KURPERS

President Anton Smuts

Captain Gher Rabie

Vice-Captain Andrew Norman

Secretary Gary Ponting

Treasurer Nelian Grobbelaar

Match Secretary Johan Bezuidenhoudt

Additional Committee Members

Johan Gelderblom

Anneke Bezuidenhoudt

Gideon Uys

GOLF NEWS
COMMITTEE 2026

We would like to welcome 

the newly elected 

Silwerstrand Golf Committee 

for 2026 and wish 

them success for the 

year ahead

We would like to thank Andre Peens of Papyrus Street for generously sponsoring small paperbark 

trees. The trees will be kept at Hein Kriel Nursery and planted in the 

open areas of Riverside as needed. 

Thank you for your valuable contribution to the estate! Thank you! 



IMPROVED FIRE RESPONSE

Did you know? A fun internal competition was held between our HAK team and Security staff 

to name our fire-response cart. We would like to congratulate Tanya Marcus, general worker at the

DVA, for submitting the winning name:  Wielie Walie 

 

Photo: Veld Fire near Silwerstrand Campsite - 26 December 2025 

On 26 December 2025 , a 

large veld fire broke out close 

to the Silwerstrand Campsite. 

Whi le  the situation was 

concerning, it highlighted the

importance of preparedness 

and reinforced the need for

the improvements we have 

since implemented.   

HEALTH  AND  SAFETY 

Over the past few months, the HOA has invested 

in essential fire-fighting equipment to 

strengthen our on-site response. This includes 

the purchase of standpipes, a fire nozzle, and 60 

metres of fire hose. With this new equipment, our 

Fidelity security team is now able to connect 

directly to the estate’s fire hydrant valves and 

begin attending to fires immediately, while 

waiting for the Fire Department to arrive. 

Our improved fire-planning measures also 

include regular testing of fire hydrants and 

ongoing training for our security staff, provided 

by the Fidelity Group. 

While Emergency Services will always be 

contacted first, early response is critical in 

limiting the spread of fire—especially in high-risk 

areas such as Riverside, which is surrounded by 

very dry vegetation. 

Our new equipment has been mounted to our 

original water cart. We believe that even our 

small fire-response vehicle can make a big 

difference when time is critical. 

Residents are reminded to report any fire 

immediately to Security or contact the 

Langeberg Emergency Services without delay. 

 ROBERTSON FIRE DEPARTMENT : 0236158911 

Photo: Training - February 2026



Silwerstrand Beautiful Blue Visitor

B IRD ING  UPDATE :

By Daniel Dolpire 

In  ear ly  December ,  Anneke Bezu idenhout  on 

Chardonnay street notified me of a pair of blue cranes on 

the 8th fairway. This is a quite a rare sighting as these 

birds do not like “ too much disturbance “ I rushed off in 

my golf cart and proceeded to get a few good shots. A 

little while later two golfers appeared on a cart and I 

repositioned myself towards the big blue gum tree 

halfway up the fairway. I anticipated they would take off 

in the direction of the river and took a few more shots in 

flight!                                      .  

All in all an exciting morning!                                                   . 

Viv Newell has been following the pair that are based on 

the Breede River and recently also managed to get 

some great photos.  So the big question is whether they 

will choose to breed at the river side or not. This is the 

middle of the breeding season but this is also the busy 

holiday season! So my experience with cranes indicates 

this has little chance of happening! 

J u s t  s o m e  b a c k g r o u n d  o n  t h e  B l u e  C r a n e s : 

The Blue Crane is the national bird of South Africa. There 

are 15 species of cranes in the world.

The Blue Crane is endemic to South Africa. Blue Cranes 

have long wing feathers that reach almost to the ground. 

They have a wingspan of over two metres, and can fly at 

70 km/h. They can fly to a height of 2,000 metres. Blue 

cranes are often seen in pairs or small family groups. 

Chicks remain with their parents for up to a year. Then 

join up with floater flocks. And that’s where they meet up 

with a mate. Cranes are a monogamous species, 

meaning the pairs mate for life.                                . 

An update as at February 2026: the pair have been seen 

regularly on Silwerstrand. They were seen on the 5th and 

6th fairway during the recent rains and a few days ago 

on the 4th fairway performing a mating ritual! 

So things could be happening! The cycling group also 

see them regularly as they meander through the 

Graham Beck facility.                                 . 

Happy Birding.  

We would like to thank Karin Haycock, Golf Estate homeowner, for sharing the beautiful photo 

of a Dikkop chick. We cannot emphasize enough the importance of fitting your cats with a working 

bell to help these stunning ground-dwelling birds to thrive on our estate. 

Did you know? The Afrikaans name “Dikkop” translates to “thick-knee” or “stone-curlew” in 

English.  These ground-dwelling, mostly nocturnal birds are well known for their large yellow eyes 

and distinctive calls at night. 

In South Africa, the two most common species are the Spotted Thick-knee and the Water 

Thick-knee, both often found near open ground and water sources. 
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FEB

25

6

1

106
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0
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0
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1

0
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Karin Haycock

Viv NewellViv Newell Daniel Dolpire

Thank you Francois du Plessis

Annual Rainfall Recorded



GARDEN CORNER

EXAMPLES  OF  WATER  WISE  PLANTS

YOUR WATER WISE GARDEN 

One of the biggest challenges over the past few months has been the Level 2 water restrictions implemented by Langeberg 

Municipality. During this time, we had the privilege of meeting Werner Vermeulen, a specialist in water wise gardening and a 

passionate horticultural professional. 

Werner shared valuable insight into how residents can still maintain a beautiful, flourishing garden, even when exposed to the 

harsh Robertson summer, water restrictions, and often poor soil conditions in our area. 

Water wise plants are specially adapted to survive in dry environments. They typically have specialised foliage, strategic root 

systems, and natural dormancy cycles. These features allow them to use less water, making them more robust, lower 

maintenance, and environmentally sustainable.

The Hardy Heroes  Low Growing and 

Ground Covers 
Waterwise Trees for 

shade 
Western Cape Focus 

plants and Alterations 

Spekboom Wild Garlic Wild Olive Fynbos Species

Bird of Paradise  Vygies Karee Proteas 

Krantz Aloe  Carpet Daisy White Stinkwood  Leucadendrons 

Plumbago
 

Agapanthus
 

Keurboom
 

High quality synthetic 

Laws

WATER  WISE  PLANTS

 •  Group plants with similar water needs. 

 •  Use mulch, pebbles, or gravel beds to retain moisture.  

 •  Combine plants with rock formations and dry river beds. 

 •  Replace lawn areas with synthetic turf or suitable ground       

.    covers.

These simple steps can significantly reduce water usage 

while maintaining an appealing landscape. 

Water Wisely and Plant Smart 

For landscaping advice or assistance, 

contact Werner Vermeulen

Cell: 081 270 7839

FB: www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100093316193865

DESIGN TIPS FROM WERNER  

Win Water Wise plants from Werner’s Nursery, valued at R500! 

To enter: 

- Visit the New Beginnings Facebook page. 

- Follow the page. 

Werner will randomly select a winner from his new followers. 

Stand a Chance to Win!



OF THE MONTH

Garden 
This month we celebrate the garden of Jan and Ronel Cloete of 5 Riverview in the beautiful Riverside Estate. The Cloete 

garden was established in May last year. It was done in autumn, benefitting from the cooler weather. 

What inspired the design and layout of your garden?

Marni de Villiers designed the garden, and we decided to put focus on a low-maintenance water-wise garden in white 

and purple.

Which plants are your favourites, and why did you choose them?

Iceberg roses – They are more drought-tolerant than cut roses

Star Jasmine  - Fragrant white flowers

Agapanthus – Drought-resistant

Viburnums – Excellent, fast-growing, evergreen, and dense foliage for a hedge

How do you maintain your garden throughout the year to keep it looking its best?

A daily stroll through the garden, scissors in hand!

We irrigate twice a week.

Protect the soil with high-quality compost and a thick layer of mulch.

How would you describe the soil type at your Riverside residence?

The soil is sandy and poor, with many stones.  Marni worked in a thick layer of compost, removed some stones and 

planted in large planting holes.

She still left stones in between, which is good for drainage.  This method delivered good results.



info@fossilhills.co.za  |  www.fossilhills.co.za  |  082 474 8096 

TAKE A WALK ON THE WINE SIDE

Just minutes from Silwerstrand, in the heart of the Breede Valley between Robertson and McGregor, lies the 

beautiful Thornvilla Farm, home to Fossil Hills. Owned by the Naudé family since 1950, this working farm forms part 

of our valley’s proud agricultural and winemaking heritage. What makes the land truly remarkable is the discovery 

of marine fossils dating back 355 million years, adding a sense of history and wonder to every visit. 

Fossil Hills offers farm-style accommodation at Pinotage House, a wedding and private function venue, fishing 

dams, kayaking, cycling, and a scenic 8km circular route ideal for walking, jogging, mountain biking, or 4x4 

adventures. The peaceful surroundings, mountain views, and fynbos landscapes make it a perfect countryside 

e s c a p e .                                        .                                       .

Their signature Fossil Hills Wine Walk is a  one or three-day guided hiking experience through renosterveld and 

vineyard-covered hills, ending each day with wine tastings at local estates in the McGregor Valley. 

We are fortunate to have this exceptional hiking route and nature experience right on our doorstep — 

let’s explore it and support 
 

What to wear: 

Comfortable hiking clothes and shoes with good grip 

Sun hat for protection 

Fitness or Physical Requirements: 

Prepare to walk approximately 10 km daily, with the 

pace varying based on group fitness. 

- Day 1: Rocky terrain 

- Day 2: Uphill hiking 

- Day 3: Easy, light walk 

Subjected to availability.

3 Day Walking Trail Pax 2026

Per person sharing  1 R8415

Single occupancy  1 R9515

Stay an extra night
No meals included

R850 1 



THINGS TO DO IN AND AROUND ROBERTSON:  MARCH 2026 - MAY 2026 

UPCOMING EVENTS

BOLAND JUNIOR OPEN

BOLAND LADIES OPEN21-22 
MAR

BOLAND TRIANGULAR 

29 MAR

CLUB CHAMPS7 JAN7 JAN25-26
APR

HOLLOW TININGS AFTER CLUB CHAMPS26-29
APR

17-19
APR SIP AND SAVOUR30-31

MAY

Telefoon nommer:
023-626-3031/2

Whatsapp bestel no:
061-512-5144

Epos:
script@robertsonapteek.co.za

GRATIS AFLEWERING
ONS GEE OM OOR JOU

68 Kerk str  |  Robertson  |  6705



Besoek Elana’s vir heerlike plaaslike inmaakprodukte,
asook ’n gewilde plaaswinkel en tuisnywerheid.

drieeike@elanas.co.za | cell: 082 296 1155 | www.elanas.co.za  

HOMEMADE GOODNESS

Events birthday party, or family reunion our venue and 
group accommodation for up to 50 guests provide the 

perfect setting for unforgettable celebrations!

info@fossilhills.co.za | cell: 082 474 8096 | www.fossilhills.co.za

FARM STYLE STAY | EVENTS | W INE WALK TRA I LS

tms.pest@outlook.com cell: 082 891 3301  |  

UNDER  CONTROL

Professional pest control solutions for 
ants, cockroaches, termites, spiders, rodents, 

mosquitoes, fleas and more.

referrals@nurturehealth.net I 023 302 0100 

NURTURE  HEALTH

Kontak Origin Financial vir hulp met
unieke finansiële oplossings. 

www.originfin.com  | Wium McLachlan: 083 469 5628
Elna Geldenhuys: 083 383 0151  |  Riaan Geldenhuys: 083 261 0351 

F INANS IËLE OPLOSS INGS

Air-conditioning sales, installation and repair,
Appliance repair.

arbergverkoeling@gmail.com | cell: 072 779 8318 
www.bergverkoeling.co.za

AIRCON  AND  COOL ING 

BERG VERKOELING

Did You Know Where Robertson’s Street Names Come From?

• Paul Kruger Street – Formerly Darling Street, named after Sir Charles Henry Darling, the Lieutenant-Governor of the Cape Colony 

when Robertson was established, it was renamed in 1938 during the Great Trek centennial.

• Piet Retief Street – Previously known as Stockenström Street, after the British colonial governor Sir Andries Stockenström, it was 

renamed in honor of Voortrekker leader Piet Retief during the Great Trek centennial.

• Dirkie Uys Street – Formerly known as “Education” or School Street, logically because it was the location of most of the early 

schools, it was renamed after the child hero Dirkie Uys during the Great Trek centennial.

Join the Robertson History Guild! Contact Dianne Coetzee – 0835359546

ROBERTSON HISTORY GUILD

For Post-Acute rehabilitation hospital 
helping patients regain independence 

after serious illness or injury.
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